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The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography, the first publication of its kind since 1898, is
the work of more than one hundred internationally recognized experts from nearly a dozen
countries. It has been designed to satisfy the growing thirst of students, researchers, professionals, and general readers for knowledge about China. It makes the entire span of Chinese
history manageable by introducing the reader to emperors, politicians, poets, writers, artists,
scientists, explorers, and philosophers who have shaped and transformed China over the
course of five thousand years. In 135 entries, ranging from 1,000 to 8,000 words and written
by some of the world’s leading China scholars, the Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography
takes the reader from the important (even if possibly mythological) figures of ancient China
to Communist leaders Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping. The in-depth essays provide
rich historical context, and create a compelling narrative that weaves abstract concepts
and disparate events into a coherent story. Cross-references between the articles show the
connections between times, places, movements, events, and individuals.

Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography Volume 4
Volume 4 of the Dictionary of Chinese Biography is a stand-alone handbook of short biographies of key
people in China since 1979. These individuals include political figures, business leaders, lawyers,
activists, writers, artists, intellectuals, and scientists, and the coverage extends in this volume to
“Greater China” in order to include influential people of Chinese origin around the world as well as
Westerners like Henry Kissinger who are well-known inside China. The list of individuals has been
curated by leading China experts. New people will be added to future editions and articles will be
updated regularly, with supplementary information and analysis available online.
Volumes 1–3 • 9781933782669 • 1,744 pages • Hardcover • List Price: $595
Published January 2014
Volume 4 • 9781614729006 • 460 pages • Hardcover • Pre-Publication Price: $175 • List Price: $199
Publication Spring 2015
4-Volume Set • 9781614729754 • 1840 pages • Hardcover Pre-Publication Price: $729 • List Price: $779
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List of Entries
VOLUME 1: Xia and Shang Dynasties–Zhou Dynasty–Spring and Autumn Period–
Warring States Period–Qin Dynasty–Southern and Northern Dynasties–Sui
Dynasty— Tang Dynasty
Xià 夏 and Shāng 商 Dynasties (2100–1045 BCE)
Mythological Figures 神话人物

Liú Xiàng 刘向 (79–8 bce)

Wǔ Dīng 武丁 (c. late thirteenth century bce)

Sīmǎ Qiān 司马迁 (c. 145–86 bce)

Zhōu 周 Dynasty (1045–256 bce)

Wáng Chōng 王充 (c. 27–100 ce)

Wáng Mǎng 王莽 (45 BCE–23 ce)

Western Zhou (1045–771 bce)

Wǔ 武, Emperor (of Han) (157–87 bce)

Xǔ Shèn 许慎 (fl. first/second century ce)

Zhōu, Duke of 周公 (c. 1085–c. 1022 bce)

Yáng Xióng 扬雄 (53 bce–18 ce)

Eastern Zhou (770–256 bce)

Zhāng Héng 张衡 (78–139 ce)

Spring and Autumn 春秋 Period (770–476 bce

Zhāng Zhòngjǐng 张仲景 (150–219 ce)

Confucius 孔子 (551–479 bce)

Southern and Northern Dynasties 南北朝
(220–589 ce)

Lǎozǐ 老子 (fl. c. 500 bce)

Sūnzǐ 孙子 (fl. c. sixth century bce)

Táo Hóngjǐng 陶弘景 (c. 456–536 ce)

Warring States 战国 Period (475–221 bce)

Wáng Xīzhī 王羲之 (c. 303–361 ce)

Hán Fēi 韩非 (c. 280–233 bce)

Suí 隋 Dynasty (581–618

Mencius 孟子 (c. 372–289 bce)
Mòzǐ 墨子 (c. 480–391 bce)

ce)

Wén 文, Emperor (of Sui) (541–604 ce)

Qū Yuán 屈原 (c. 343–278 bce)

Yán Zhītuī 颜之推 (531–c. 591 ce)

Shāng Yāng 商鞅 (390–338 bce)

Táng 唐 Dynasty (618–907 ce)

Xúnzǐ 荀子 (c. 312–230 bce)

Zhuāngzǐ 庄子 (c. 369–268 bce)

Ān Lùshān 安禄山 (703–757 ce)

Zōu Yǎn 邹衍 (c. 305–240 bce)

Bái Jūyì 白居易 (772–846 ce)

Qín 秦 Dynasty (221–206 bce)

Dù Fǔ 杜甫 (712–770 ce)

Lǐ Sī 李斯 (c. 280–208 bce)

Dù Yòu 杜佑 (735–812 ce)

Lǚ Bùwéi 吕不韦 (290–235 bce)

Gāozǔ 高祖, Emperor (of Tang) (566–635 ce)

Qín Shǐhuáng 秦始皇 (259–210 bce)

Hán Gān 韩干 (706–c. 783 ce)

Hán Yù 韩愈 (768–824 ce)

Hàn 汉 Dynasty (206 BCE–220 ce)

Huìnéng 惠能 (638–713 ce)

Early Han Dynasty Rulers

Lǐ Bái 李白 (701–762 ce)

Bān Gù 班固 (32–92 ce)

Tàizōng 太宗, Emperor (of Tang) (c. 599–649 ce)

Bān Zhāo 班昭 (45–116 ce)

Dǒng Zhòngshū 董仲舒 (c. 179–104

Lǐ Guǎng 李广 (d. 119 bce)

Liú Ān 刘安 (179–122 bce)

Fù Hǎo 妇好 (c. late thirteenth century bce)

Cáo Cāo 曹操 (155–220 ce)

Huà Tuó 华佗 (c. 140–208 ce)

Wáng Wéi 王维 (701–761 ce)

Wǔ Zétiān 武则天 (625–705 ce)

bce)

Xuánzōng 玄宗, Emperor (of Tang) (685–762 ce)

Gāozǔ 高祖, Emperor (of Han) (c. 256–195 bce)

Yuán Zhěn 元稹 (779–831 ce)
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VOLUME 2: Song Dynasty–Jurchen Jin Dynasty–Yuan Dynasty— Ming Dynasty
Sòng 宋 Dynasty (960–1279 ce)

Míng 明 Dynasty (1368–1644 ce)

Bì Shēng 毕升 (990–1051)

Altan Khan (1508–1582)

Chéng Hào 程颢 (1032–1085)

Hǎi Ruì 海瑞 (1514–1587)

Huáng Tíngjiān 黄庭坚 (1045–1105)

Hóngwǔ 洪武, Emperor (of Ming) (1328–1398)

Lǐ Qīngzhāo 李清照 (1084–1151)

Jīn Shèngtàn 金圣叹 (c. 1605–1661)

Ōuyáng Xiū 欧阳修 (1007–1072)

Koxinga 郑成功 (1624–1662)

Sīmǎ Guāng 司马光 (1019–1086)

Lǐ Shízhēn 李时珍 (1518–1593)

Sū Shì 苏轼 (1037–1101)

Lǐ Zhì 李贽 (1527–1602)

Wáng Ānshí 王安石 (1021–1086)

Nurhaci 努尔哈赤 (1559–1626)

Tàizōng 太宗, Emperor (of Song) (939–997)

Lĭ Zìchéng 李自成 (1606–1645)

Yuè Fēi 岳飞 (1103–1142)

Qiú Yīng 仇英 (1494–1552)

Zhū Xī 朱熹 (1130–1200)

Ricci, Matteo 利玛窦 (1552–1610)

Tāng Xiǎnzǔ 汤显祖 (1550–1616)

Jurchen Jin 女真金 Dynasty (1115–1234 ce)

Wáng Yángmíng 王阳明 (1472–1529)

Wànlì 万历, Emperor (of Ming) (1563–1620)

Batu Khan 拔都汗 (1205–1255)

Chinggis Khan 成吉思汗 (c. 1162–1227)

Wèi Zhōngxián 魏忠贤 (1568–1627)

Subatai Ba’adur (1176–1248)

Xú Guāngqǐ 徐光启 (1562–1633)

Wú Chéng’ēn 吴承恩 (c. 1505–1580)

Ögödei Khan (1186–1241)

Xú Xiákè 徐霞客 (1587–1641)

Tàizǔ 太祖, Emperor (of Jin) (1086–1123)

Yǒnglè 永乐, Emperor (of Ming) (1360–1424)

Yuán 元 Dynasty (1279–1368 ce)

Yuán Chónghuàn 袁崇焕 (1584–1630)
Yuán Hóngdào 袁宏道 (1568–1610)

Guàn Yúnshí 贯云石 (1286–1324)

Zhèng Hé 郑和 (1371–1433)

Guō Shǒujìng 郭守敬 (1231–1316)

Khubilai Khan 忽必烈汗 (1215–1294)

Luó Guànzhōng 罗贯中 (c. 1330–1400)
Wáng Zhēn 王祯 (fl. c. 1290–1333)
Zhào Mèngfǔ 赵孟頫 (1254–1322)

VOLUME 3: Qing Dynasty–Republic of China–People’s Republic of China (until 1979)
Qīng 清 Dynasty (1644–1911/1912 ce)

Republic of China 中华民国 (1911/1912–1949)

Cáo Xuěqín 曹雪芹 (c. 1715–1763)

Chén Dúxiù 陈独秀 (1879–1942)

Guāngxù 光绪, Emperor (of Qing) (1871–1908)

Chiang Kai-shek 蒋介石 (1887–1975)

Hóng Xiùquán 洪秀全 (1814–1864)

Lǐ Dàzhāo 李大钊 (1889–1927)

Cíxǐ 慈禧, Empress Dowager (of Qing) (1835–1908)

Chiang Ching-kuo 蒋经国 (1910–1988)

Héshēn 和珅 (1746–1799)

Hú Shì 胡适 (1891–1962)

Huáng Zūnxiàn 黄遵宪 (1848–1905)

Lǔ Xùn 鲁迅 (1881–1936)

Kāngxī 康熙, Emperor (of Qing) (1654–1722)

Sun Yat-sen 孙中山 (1866–1925)

Kāng Yǒuwéi 康有为 (1858–1927)

Sòng Měi-líng 宋美龄 (1897–2003)

Liáng Qǐchāo 梁启超 (1873–1929)

Wāng Jīngwèi 汪精卫 (1883–1944)

Yōngzhēng 雍正, Emperor (of Qing)

Zhán Tiānyòu 詹天佑 (1861–1919)

Qiánlóng 乾隆, Emperor (of Qing) (1711–1799)

Yuán Shìkǎi 袁世凯 (1859–1916)

Yuán Méi 袁枚 (1716–1798)

Zēng Guófān 曾国藩 (1811–1872)
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People’s Republic of China 中华人民共和国
Part I (1949–1979)
Dèng Xiǎopíng 邓小平 (1904–1997)
Huá Guófēng 华国锋 (1921–2008)

Jiāng Qīng 江青 (1914–1991)

Lǐ Lìsān 李立三 (1899–1967)
Lín Biāo 林彪 (1907–1971)

Liú Shàoqí 刘少奇 (1898–1969)

Máo Zédōng 毛泽东 (1893–1976)

Péng Déhuái 彭德怀 (1898–1974)

Qián Zhōngshū 钱锺书 (1910–1998)

Wáng Míng 王明 (1904–1974)

Zhōu Ēnlái 周恩来 (1898–1976)

“

Finally all major historical figures in the long history of

China have found their biographers in this outstanding
contribution to our understanding of Chinese culture

and history. This is a must-have book that belongs in the
personal library of all students of China.

—Alexander Pantsov, Capital University

”

Zhū Dé 朱德 (1886–1976)

Volume 4 will continue with figures from the post-1979 era of
the People’s Republic of China

Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography?
The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography uses the life stories of 135 key individuals, selected from the earliest dynasties to
the present day, to tell the story of China itself over the entire span of its history. It is a companion to the Berkshire Encyclopedia
of China (2009). The first three volumes, published together, cover the period from the earliest historical records of c. 2100 bce
up to the opening up of China to the rest of the world in 1979. Volume Four continues with biographies of influential figures
from greater China (including Taiwan, Hong Kong, overseas communities, and Westerners) up to the present.

Who is in it?
Remarkable people from all walks of life whose actions, ideas, and inventions shaped Chinese history and the China we know
today, including emperors, politicians, rebellion leaders, poets, writers, artists, scientists, explorers, and philosophers.

Who is it for?
The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography is a treasury of information for a diverse range of readers—researchers and
scholars, students, writers, biography readers, librarians, archivists, and curators. It is the essential starting point for those
who seek how China has become what it is today.

Ebook, print, or both?
The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography comes standard as
a hardcover, black and white set. In addition, we offer a special
full-color edition of the complete set. The Dictionary will also
be available electronically through many ebook and database
distributors. Special print/digital bundle pricing is also available;
please contact Berkshire for more information. Finally, the entire
set including supplemental materials and a constantly growing
library of additional resources will be available at Berkshire’s
online educational platform, ChinaConnectU.
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More China Materials from BERKSHIRE

宝库山教育信息网
Online access to more than 1,000
articles from these acclaimed

Berkshire publications

Berkshire Encyclopedia
of China
This Is China:
The First 5,000 Years
China Gold:
China’s Quest for
Global Power and
Olympic Glory
Berkshire China
Essentials series

De s i g n e d f o r :

Curriculum Coordinators
Confucius Institutes
Mandarin Teachers
Chinese Students 走出去
Researchers

Extensive Image and
Video Collection

Subjects
History
Language
Arts
Science
Geography

Resources
Videos
Vocabulary
Articles
Webinars
And much more!

Institutional and small-group subscriptions available
—write to info@chinaconnectu.com for trial access

Custom Publishing Service:
Create your own imprint with Berkshire
Books, ebooks, and short-form content in attractive English
& bilingual editions. Berkshire provides publishing
services to international foundations, think-tanks,
academic research institutes, and expert authors.

Challenge to China:
How Taiwan Abolished Its Version of
Re-Education Through Labor
for the US-Asia Law Institute Books,
NYU School of Law

Coming Soon in Mandarin Chinese

The largest titles translated into Chinese since the Encyclopedia Britannica
Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History, Second Edition
宝库山出版集团世界历史大百科全书
Published in Chinese by Sanlian Publishing House 三联书店
Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability
宝库山出版集团可持续性发展百科全书
Published in Chinese by Shanghai Jiao Tong
University Press 上海交通大学出版社
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Korean edition of
Berkshire’s bestseller,
This Fleeting World

More praise for the Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography

“

Taken together, the carefully selected and authoritatively written biographies in these volumes offer
general readers and specialists alike an engrossing
pathway into the broad sweep of China’s long past. I
found it hard to dip into any one of these biographies
without wishing to read several more just to continue
the story.

”

—Alice Miller, Hoover Institution,
Stanford University

“

Chinese history is enriched by the lives of distinguished men and women, and finally their lives are
made accessible in a concise and accurate way in these
volumes. This magnificent work will surely be a musthave for serious libraries around the world..

”

—Rana Mitter, Professor of the History and Politics
of Modern China, Institute for Chinese Studies,
University of Oxford

“

We have long needed a new, comprehensive
dictionary of Chinese biography that satisfies both
China specialists and teachers/students interested in famous Chinese across the ages. . . . No
comprehensive biographical dictionary of China
has successfully replaced Herbert Giles’s [1898]
work until the new Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese
Biography. It’s about time!.

”

—Benjamin A. Elman, Princeton University
and Fudan University

“

This accessible invitation to get to know some
of the most interesting and significant figures in
Chinese history will be appreciated by a wide and
enthusiastic range of readers..

”

—Philip J. Ivanhoe, Center for East Asian and
Comparative Philosophy

Kerry Brown is professor and executive director of the China Studies Centre at the University
of Sydney. Before moving to Australia, he was head of the Asia Programme at Chatham House,
an independent policy institute based in London, and led the Europe China Research and
Advice Network (ECRAN), funded by the European Commission. He is the author of Hu Jintao,
China’s Silent Leader (2012), Friends and Enemies: The Past, Present and Future of the Communist
Party of China (2009), and Struggling Giant: China in the 21st Century (2007), among other books.

ORDER NOW FOR ONLY $595*

To order your copy of the three-volume set Berkshire Dictionary of
Chinese Biography please call us at +1 413 528 0206, email us at
cservice@berkshirepublishing.com, or order online at
http://bit.ly/dictionarychinesebiography
*This price does not include shipping costs.
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